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direction of the expenditure that was in
excess of his estimate, or the causes of that
expenditure. In view of the fact that he
has pursvaded the Commonwealth Grants
Commission to agree to reimburse the State,
we can withhold erificism with regard to
incurring the deficit. There still remains
the question, however, of whether the money
has been spent wisely. That remains to be
seen. I am more than pleased to find that
the suggestion I made a couple of years ago
has been found acceptable by the Govern-
ment. My suggestion to the Government
then was “Hang the expense! Needs must
come before means. If we cannot find the
means to meet the needs, the Commonwealth
Government will jolly well have to do it.”
I congratulate the Government upon at last
having appreciated the fact that some wis-
dom can emanate from the Opposition side
of the House.

Mr. J. Hegney: You consider it was wise
expenditure.

Mr. LESLIE: I do not say the expendi-

ture was wise; I say it was a wise move.

The Premier: The hon. member flatters
himself if he thinks the Government took
the hint from him.

On motion by Mr. McLarty, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 9.18 p.m,

Megislative Tomeil.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.
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HON. J. G, HISLOP (Metropolitan)
{4.33]: At the outset of my remarks I de-
sire to sny how much I feel personally the
loss of Sir Jobn Kirwan from this Honse.
He was always a friend to me. I shall never
forget on my first appearance in this House
the way he made me fecl that I was weleome
and offered me all the adviee possible. 'To
you, as his suecessor, Mr. President, T offer
my congratulations and hope that you will
be spared long to occupy that office.

To the Chief Seeretary I offer my con-
gratulations on his appointment as Agent-
General. In my opinion, nobody has so well
carned a respite from parliamentary toil as
has Mr. Kitson. I think it would re-
quire & man of herculean mental and
physical ecapabilities indefinitely to carry
on the work in the manmer in which
he has done sinee I have been a member, and
long before that. I would scriously suggest
to the Government that when a successor is
appointed, econsiderable thought should be
given to the amount of work laid npon the
shoulders of any one man.

Unfortunately this policy is being adopted
in many other governmentsl avenues. It
strikes me as extraordinary that senior of-
fieers of the Public Service—I refer parti-
cularly to three men, Mr. K. J. Dumas, Mr.
A. J. Reid and Mr. A. E. Clare—should be
ealled upon to take on their shoulders re-
sponsibility for so many enterprises of the
Government. I do not know how it is pos-
sible for these men to earry ont all the tasks
that are being allotted to them, and I would
suggest very seriously that the monumental
amount of work they are being asked to
undertake is too much. I do not know how
many committees and boards each of those
three men have been appointed to, but the
number is considerable. When one finds that
the Director of Public Works has now been
appointed to the Rottnest Board of Control,
one wonders why there should be a need for
one man to be appointed to all these avennes
of gervice,

I often wonder what time Mr. A. J. Reid
can devote to his work as Under Treasurer
when I realise the number of other tasks
that are imposed upon him. I have seen
Mr. Reid working long and well on the
Perth Hospital Board, which takes a con-
siderable amount of time. If all his other
appointments eall equally upon his abilities,
he is greatly overworked. It is not in the
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interests of the State that these multitu-
dinous avenues should be filled by a small
pumber of men, no matter who they are or
how capable they may be. I should say that
if it were necessary for these men to take
extended leave, the State might find it dif-
ficult to fill their places.

T see no evidence of any understudies
being brought to the high pitch of efficieney
which these men have reached, and I con-
sider we should open up the Public Service so
that each of these men has under him an effi-
cient person to take his place. It would be
enlightening if the Chief Secretary, in his
reply, would tell us the number of boards
and committees to which these senior officers
have been appointed, and let us know
whether they are already overdue for leave.
If these men are duc for considerable leave
that they bhave been unable to take, and if
the Government cannot fill their posts by
men sufficiently well-trained, then there must
have been a considerable lack of foresight
and control from a purely governmental
point of view.

There have been a number of happenings
in our ordinary everyday life that are open
to praise or critigism. To me one of the
important things is the proposed appoint-
ment by the Perth City Counecil of a half-
time medical officer of health. We have
laboured in this city of 200,000 persons far
too long with a medical officer devoting but
a minimum amount of his time to the health
affairs of the city. The move to appoint a
half-time officer is a good one buf it does not
meet in any way the reguirements of a city
of 200,000 persons. There is ample work for
a whole-lime officer to devote his attention
to, beeause this city still shows a consider-
able sub-standard in health, particularly, as
we have noted here before, in connection with
the delivery of such commodities as meat and
bread, the standards of cafes, and numbers
of other things. I trust that if the Perth
Cily Council cannot see its way clear to
appoint an officer on full time, it will be
able to induce neighbonring ecouncils to join
with it so that a full-time appointment may
be made,

Members must realise that once a medical
man has taken his diploma of publie health
and interested himself in public health mat-
ters, he has more or less divorced himself
from medical practice; and to ask a man to
spend half his time building a general prac-
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tice and the other half to the health affairs
of & city, will not lead to efficicney. I have
never been able to view calmly the fact that
a medical officer is at one stage called upon
to treat the sick and at the next stage asked
to be a guardian of law and order under the
Health Act of that particular community. I
would go further and say I trust that the
time is not far distant when the State will
be divided into health areas and when these
part-time medical officers of health in the
suburbs and the city and in eountry dis-
tricts will no longer exist.

I would suggest it is extremely difficult
for a medieal practitioner in a country town
to treat hiz patients one morning and the
next be called upen to administer & warning
that the bouse or the shop or the premisges
of that person do not conform to the re-
guirements of the Health Aet. Certainly
where two men are in competition with each
other, it would be extremely difficult for one
man to be at all militant under the Health
Act. T suggest that these health officers be
appointed full-time; thal they be given a
wide enough distriet to warrant their full-
time appointment; and that they be respon-
sible to the Commissioner of Public Health
and not to the loeal governing authorities.
It is extremely difficult for the most
honest individuals appointed to road boards
or muonicipal ecouncils to regard with
equanimity the orders from their local medi-
cal officer in regard to the requirements of
the Health Aect; but if the notices came
through the Commissioner of Health, the
system would be much more expeditions and
cffective.

Hon. W. R. Hall: How would that apply

{o local authorities seversl bundrrd miles
from the metropolitan area?
Hon. J. G. HISLOY: The local man

would act as the representative not of the
local governing authbority, but of the Minister
for Health, through the Commissioner. He
would not necessarily have to refer every-
thing he did to the Commissioner but he
would be a deputy of the Commissioner and
of the Minister for Health, One other move-
ment that has been lately taken up in our
city is worth mentioning and praising and
that is the drive for the prevention and con-
trol of tuberculosis. The present exhibition
is a good one, well staged and effectively
telling in its propaganda to the public. I do
not, however, consider that g grant by the
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Commonwealth Government of £250,000 is
suffieient to meet the needs of the various
States in their anti-tubereulosis efforts. On
proportion, we should probably obtain one-
fourteenth of the amount, and that would
not meet our requirements nf all.

Let me diverge a moment from the ques-
tion of the treatment of tuberculosis to point
out that prevention is really economic. So
many times have I seen breadwinners refuse
to undergo treatment until it was far too
late beeause of the insecurity it would bring
to their families. So¢ often have they had
the feeling that if they isolated themselves
in a sanatorium their families would be in
want. It has been suggested that a paternal
Government might grant to those persons the
bagie wage or its equivalent whilst they were
in confinement and undergoing treatment,
But that is only part of the story. That only
meets the eondilions of one particnlar sec-
tion of the community.

The fear of ansecurity must be a relative one
to all persons. To the man who earns the hasie
wage, the loss of the basic wage means in-
security. To the man on 20 times the basie
woge the loss of that wage still means in-
security. I should say that no-one could ask
any Government to say to a person on £1,000
a year, “Very well, if you get tuberculosis
we will see that your family lives under the
same conditions as they would have if you
had continued to work.” But with a proper
econtributory scheme for the whole nation—
in other words, a steurity scheme based on
contributions—it would be possible for
a breadwinner to protect his family against
the time when he fell ill. He counld, in the
same way as is now done with regard to
superannuation, guard himself by taking the
number of units necessury to permit his
family to continue in the way they had been
accustomed to live.

There are individuals whose whole future
in life depends upon their father remaining
well.  Should he fall i1l their whole chauce
goes, Not a few times have T seen seen
individuals who have told me, as their physi-
cian, that their dreams of entering a cer-
tain occupation was rudely shattered by the
faet that the illness of their father meant the
loss of security for the family and neces-
sarily changed the viewpoint of the indivi-
dual members of the family. If sueh a
scheme as I have suggested were put into
operation, we could ask individuals suof-
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fering from tubereulosis to submit them-
stlves to treatment at the earliest possible
date. We could ask individuals suffering
trom all other communicable diseases to do
the same.

In passing, I again ask the Chief Secere-
tary whether he ecan assure me that if the
Government is in earnest in regard to the
prevention of tuberculosis, it will take all
measures necessary to ensure that the nurs-
ing stuffs do not contract tuberculosis. I
have repeatedly asked for, and have only
now heen able to obtain, at the Perth Hos-
pital, the condition that all nurses shall be
x-rayed and submitted to a test before com-
meneing nursing. I would like to feel as-
sured that a Government that is going to
accept a Commonwealth suhsidy for the
control of tuberculosis will make every ef-
fort to see that nurses undertaking the
trentment of tubercular patients at Wooro-
loo are provided with every protection that
modern science can give them.

I come now to a problem that has been
exercising my mind for some considerable
time. The remarks I am about to make
will be presented 2s by a person who has,
for the last 15 years, been associated with
the Perth Hospital as an in-patient physi-
ctan, and before that in other capacities at
the same institution. For the last seven
or eight years, apart from two years during
the war, I have represented the honorary
staff at mectings of the Perth Hospital
Board of Management. The result is that
T do know something—in faet, a consider-
able amount—of the working and the needs
of the Perth Hospital. I say, advisedly,
that T am worried because, when this tower-
ing structurc is completed in its present
form we will be unable to use it, as we will
not have accommeodation for our nursing
staft,

The whole planning of the Perth Hos-
pita] has been sad and sorry. In my opinion
there was, in the first place, no true con-
cept of what was necded in a modern hos-
pital. It was probably considered that a
hospital was 2 place in which to lay people
down when they were sick, but there was
no concept of whal one might call the ad-
junets of that hospital. It is necessary to
bave quarters in which nurses can reside,
and in a modern hospital there will be,
roughly, one nurse per patient. I am doubt-
ful whether authority exists at present to
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erect the nurses quarters. Before we ean
open the present new wing of the hospital
it will be necessary to have about 140 addi-
tional nursing staff, but we have nowhere
to house them. At present the purses are
living scattered about in buildings round
the Perth Hospital. The number now work-
ing there is greater than we can housc in
the present nursing quarters. Years have
elapsed and the board has koown all along
that nurses’ quarters were necessary, but
there has never heen anyone with the auth-
ority to say to the board, “Build the
quarters.”

Yesterday we heard new members speak
in this House and I would like to welcome
them and congratulate them on what they
said. They will both add considerable weight
to the debating talent of this House, but
it does throw my mind back to the day when
I came heve first and asked that a hospitals
commission similar to the Charities Board of
Victoria should c¢ontrel hospital affairs.
Never has it been more sadly necessary than
today to appoint someone with authority to
control the hospital problems of this State.
During the time I have been at the Perth
Hospital I have also acted as a member of
the hospital building committee, a matter
of about five years now. I was not an
original member but Colonel Clark, when
he left to go to the war, asked me to take
over that position. Therefore I have been
at the meetings that planned the interior of
the present wing, I had the opportunity
of going over the wing yesterday morning
and I say it will stand 28 a monument to
the work of Mr. Clare and his assistants. It
will be a hospital to be proud of and as
modern as any in Australiz, anl equally
as eflicient, The work that has been done
there, despite all the difficulties and the
shortage of material, is nothing less than
wonderful.

Work has heen done ai the Perth Hospital
in the way of investigation regarding the usc
of building materials that will be to the good
of future hospitals in Australia, but the con-
eept and planning of what is necessary in
this hespital is completely missing in some-
body’s mind. As far as I can see, it is no-
hody’s business to control the lay-out of
tho surroundings and the necessary ancillary
buildings that go to make up a hospital
centre, 'When we met on the hospital plan-
ning committee, if the interior work was dis-
cussed it was discussed with Mr. Clare and
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before long it would be found that it was
put in metion, but as to the requirements
beyond those of the presen{ wing, who orders
the work or what happens to it most of us
have failed to find out.

It seems to me the procedure is that the
planning committee sends its findings to the
Perth Hospita] Board of Management, and
that board has no power and no money. That
board then writes to the Minister for Health
and he transfers his minute on to either
the Director of Public Works or to the
Standing Works Committee, Then some-
how or other it goes back through that chan-
nel to someone. It may be that the Perth
Hospital Board will receive advice, but up
to date we have been waiting for most of
the advice, until now we are in a really dif-
fieult position. The recent adoption of the 44-
hour award has added another burden to our
problems, hecause we require more nurses
within the next three months, but have no-
where to house them. Surely there must be
someone—or there should be someone—with
authority to say that certain things shall be
done that are necessary for the hospital
centre. It is one of the biggest projects of
the State, but we have muddled until today
no-one knows exactly where we are muddling
to. One ean go further and say that had
there been a true concept in the first place
the hospital would probably not be where
it is today.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The site was selected
on what was apparently sonnd advice at
that time, and I think there are many fea-
tures that justify the erection of the hos-
pital on the present site, but, whether it was
right or wrong, we are now in a position
where we must do all we can to make that
site an effective one. For months, and pos-
sibly for years, the Perth Hospital Board
has heen impressed with the need for the
resumption of Macfarlane’s property next
door, and that property was available for
sale. The letters went to someone round that
chain of committees, but nothing much was
done until, when members were getting
more and more restless and were won-
dering what was happening, we were

saddenly told that the Commonwealth
had resumed  Macfarlane's  property.
We have lost our opportunity. What is

more, the possibility of expanding that area
into a proper site is lost because it is be-
lieved by the members of the Perth Hospital



[8 Avcuasr, 1046.]

Board that it is no use irying fo get back
from the Commonwealth anything it has once
taken from the State.

This is one more piece of evidence that
the State Government has not had the cour-
age to stand up to a Commonwealth depart.
ment and say, “We need that land.” I am
assured that if we obtain Macfarlane’s pro-
perty, it is possible that many of our diffi-
culties would ease—our urgent ones would
not—but they would not have been present
at all if in the first concept Macfarlane’s
property bad been purchased. If we feel
that the purchase of that property by the
Commonwealth is in the interests of the
biggest project in the metropolitan
area, surely the State Government has
onty to wait on the Commonwealth
department concerned and say, “We
want that land,” for us to get it, All that
it is required for by the Commonwealth is
to house a branch of the telephone works
so that those works may be confined within
a certain area of communication. It is quite
possible they could go on the other side
of Murray-street.

I understand that the Fire Brigades’
Board is not happy in its present
quarters and desites to move at an
carly date. The Perth Hospital Board,
because it lost the Maefarlane site, is
talking about the resumption of two blocks
of land higher up Murray-street. The Com-
monwealth department eonld have that land
and there is no reason why if shouid nof.
With g proper eoncept of the plan, we could
then make headway. I wonder, too, whether
anyone has any conception of what the main-
tenance of the new hospital will eost, and
whether that was ever taken into considera-
tion at the time it was said, “Let us build
a hospital.” The present thospital costs,
I think, £153,000 & year to run. I venture
to say that we will not get away with under
double that amount in the running of the
pew hospital. That institution will repre-
sent a tremendous portion of our ecity life,
and we must see that it is put into proper
surroundings so that it can effectively carry
out its functions. Although some members
may think otherwise, I fee| there is a lot of
merit in the position where it now is. If a
broad vision is adopted, I think we can make
the site a snitable centre.
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Some eight or nine months ago I suggested
to the Perth Hospital Board—I was suc-
cessful in having the motion adopted—that
we should write to the Premier asking him to
form a committee fto which he would
appoint individuals with power to act; that
we should invite to the committee members
of the Perth City Council, the Town Plan-
ning -Commission, the Roman Catholic
authorities, and all others interested in the
site, to discuss the proper layout of the
future medical centre of Perth. Month after
month went by and I asked at almost every
board meeting what had happened in con-
nection with that matter, Eventually—it
must have been after at least eight months—
we learned that the matter was being taken
up and that the City Couneil would be ap-
proached. Instead of the committee having
& real plan npon which to act, all that hap-
pened was that the Under Secretary put to
the Perth City Council the desirability of
taking over a block of 11 seres. When the
plan was presented to the Perth City Coun-
cil, there was no scheme disclosed of what
was to be put on the land, T trust the City
Council does not hand over the land until
it is given a plan with a vision for the
future of Perth.

I consider that the first step in the matter
is to say to the Commonwealth, “We desire
to get the Macfarlane property,” and then
review the question whether we could not
take Irwin-street straight through from
Murray-street into Wellington-street. That
would make a new facade for the nurses’
home which eould be continued round in a
letter “L,” the present home remaining, and
a big block put up on the new frontage. I
would rather see that than see the nurses’
home erected across the road so that the
nurses would bave to cross the fraffic when
going on duty. I am sure it will end up
in a tunnel having to be built under the
road so that the nursing staff eonld go to
and fro between the hospital and their home.
That would be a colossal expense which
would not be justified merely for the reason
that the Commonwealth must have its will
when it took over land which is in the way
of the progress of the city.

At the back of the Macfarlane property
there is an electricity sub-station which
would have to be moved if the street were
put straight through. That would be a neg-
ligible expense compared with the cost of
a tunnel under Wellington-street to give
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access to the nurses’ home. I am sure the
Perth City Council would more willingly
hand over its land to us if it were merely
regarded as a “lung” and not a piece of land
to be cluttered up with buildings. We are
faced at present with additional requests for
buildings around the hospital. There seems
to be a piecemeal idea of _putticg these
buildings on the 11 acres. I think the Perth
City Council is closely watching its interests.
Many of us feel that the station must come
down that way, or that end of the city, and
that there must be & wide open space around
the railway terminus. One would not desire
the whole area from Wellington-street
to Lord-street to be taken up with buildings
when we should be having an open space
there,

There is a suggestion at present _that
blocks “B” and “C,” which are old blocks
of wards, should be remodelled to take an
extra numher of beds. That block of land
is 120 ft. by 180 ft. on which could be
erceted a building of the same size as the
present wing of the hospital. 1t could
contain everything required in the way of
what is necessary for a T.B. hospital, It
is suggested that the surgical side be
brought to the city. We could also have
a medieal school in the bloek. Reserve the
11 acres as an open space! If we said
to the Perth City Counecil, ‘‘We will see
that on the block is not added anything
but the bnildings which might come in the
future with scientific progress, buildings
that were reserved for research or experi-
mental purposes, and therefore buildings
which would not be cumbersome to any
extent, in the pencral scheme,’’ I thiok
we would gain its support.

There is no reason otherwise why we
should not extend the arca from the medieal
centre east of the Perth Hospital, I
feel sure that the Roman Catholie
authorities would assist us by considering
the possibilily of moving St. Patrick’s
Sehonl to another and more suitable site.
The school is now opposite a growing in-
dustrial avea. There must bhe areas on
which the Roman Catholic authorities could
build a school to much greater advantage.
Thero is then eastwards only a block of ware-
houses and next door is the Dental School. If
necegsary the medieal eentre could be extend-
ed along Murray-street east where there
is ample room for such extension. That
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is a long-term programme for the building
but it does not overeame the present dif-
ficulties in regard to the nursing staff. It
brings evidence of the necessity for some
sort of hospital commission, with authority
to plan and to build.

What we are faced with is this: There are
minimem requirements that will be wanted
ard these will comprise new buildings for
the housing of 63 nurses. Even that means
that we must convert the old quarters at
the moment to hold another 40 nurses.
Qur requirements are for 100 or more beds
for nurses, and if the work were done in
the cheapest way, it would take six
months to complete. All that we wounld
be saving ourselves would be 18 months
because, if we started a new block on the
site for nurses’ homes, these wonld not be
ready inside two years. The expenditure will
range from £20,000 to £40,000 for tempor-
ary aceommedation for nurses. At the
last meeting of the Perth Hospital Board
we closely considered the question of
whether such beds could be provided in
something more than a temporary form,
and whether, after the Perth Hospital
Board had finished with them as a tempor-
ary measure, they could be used to the ad-
vantage of some other hospital. 1t will
take time to choose a site ard thea to build
a future convalescent or old age home.

Whilst the Perth Hospital Board is plan-
ning in this way in order to conserve ex-
penditure that is necessary to meet a temp-
orary difficulty, we find that the Lotteries
Commission has another scheme for looking
after the aged. Avre these going to clash?
Would it not be better to have some organi-
sation responsible for the whole set-up and
control of the hospital units, if not of the
whole country then of thie metropolitan
area? We will be told that we have a hospi-
tal planning eommittee, but it bas no auth-
ority. What we want is a body that has
authority to act, and that has money behind
it. We want a commission or charities hoard
to which all moneys for hospitals would be
sent, ineluding moneys distributed by the
Lotteries Commission, & commission whose
Jife’'s work would be to watch and plan for
all hospital expenditure.

There are other avenues of worry and
anxiety coneerning the hospital needs of the
State. I am nof at all certain that it is wise
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for the returned soldiers and returned Ser-
vicewomen to be treated separately at ihe
Hollywood Hospital. We shall find in a
small eommunity sueh as ours—200,000 is
small—that our senior medical officers will
be running between their private consulting
rooms, the Repatriation Department, the
Perth Hospital and the Hollywood Hospital,
thus wasting a considerable amount of time,
while a centralisation of the treatment would
prove more effective to all concerned. I
never had any thought other than that the
Servicemen should get all that we can af-
ford to give them—bnt I believe they
would get more by being concentrated, when
ill, in the Perth Hospital, and by being sent
later, as necessary, to such places as may
be set aside for them as a convalescent home,
such as at Hollywood or elsewhere,

The other aspect that must give us ¢nuse
for anxiety is this; If we decide to have a
medical school here, the present Perth Hos-
pital—which will cost £1,500,000 by the time
it is completed, and the present wing we
know cost nearly as muech as the Melbourne
Hospital completed—will be reserved for the
older people of the community, because the
younger element will be treated for the
majority of their illnesses in the Hollywood
Hospital. It is not good for nursing train-
ing, nor is it good for medical training, that
at the Perth Hospital at the present moment
in the wards where I have just recently re-
sumed work—TI am now resigning after 15
vears—the average number of patients is
about 60, If one or two cases of persons of
young age are taken into account, that
would bring the total down, but in bed after
bed in those wards the patients are 70 years
of age and over anqd they do not require the
full services of a hospital of that character;
and obviously their illnesses eannot be looked
upon as training for the medical stadent,

It is a very exacting business for nurses
to find that practically all of their patients
arg of that age. Nurses look to the recovery
of a considerable number of their patients
to give them the psychological uplift that
ghould come from their work. I feel that T
bave snid enough on this matter to make
members realise that all is not well with the
medieal services of the city, that we need
someone with authority to say what shall
be done, whose lifetime work it is to watch
the planning of the medical services at least
- of our city and it mayhe of our State. There
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is the possibility of building within our city
something that could be an ontstanding
monument to efficiency; but as we are pro-
ceeding at present we run the very grave
risk of not being able to allow that institu-
tion to carry out its funetions, and eventually
of regretting the whole layout of the scheme.
I wounld seriously suggest that the Govern-
ment give careful consideration to an im-
mediate inquiry into the whole needs of the
Perth Hospital, its set-out, the provisions of
a nurses’ home, the layout of the environs
and arrange the meeting of all the bodies in-
terested, so that we might eventually have
something that would be a eredit to the
whole of Western Australia. I have pleasure
in supporting the motion.

HON. F. B. WELSH (North) [519]:
May I congratulate you, Sir, on your ap-
pointment as President of this House§ I
am sure that your 20 years’ service as Chair-
man of Committees will thoroughly fit you
for the position. I also desire to congratu-
late Mr. Seddon on his appointment to the
position of Chairman of Committees; and
I feel, with other members, very sorry to
hear of his indisposition. I hope he will
soon recover. 1 would also offer my con-
gratulations to the Chief Secretary on his
appointment to the position of Agent Gen-
eral for Western Australia, a post which
he is well qualified to fill. His knowledge
of Western Australia, as well as his know-
ledge of English conditions—he was born in
Epgland—peeculiarly fit him for the position.
In common with other members, I agree
that he will be difficult to replace in this
Chamber. I hope he will have happy asso-
ciations as Agent General.

There are one or two matters in the
Speech dealing with the North-West
upon which I wish to comment. The
first is the provision of cool stores at each
northern port. This decision will give great
satisfaction to the people in that part of
the State. The second is the acquisition of
a new freighter by the State Shipping Ser-
vice. As members are aware, one of the
major problems of the North-West is an
adequate passenger and cargo service. I
very much regret that the new vessel has no
passenger accommodation. At present we
have the “Koolinda” and the “Kybra” run-
ning to the North-West, and both of these
vessels have accommodation for passengers.



182

The “Koolinda,” being the larger vessel, has
muech more passenger acecommodation than
has the “Kybra.” The latter, in my opin-
ion, is an excellent little vessel, well fitted
to maintain the trade on the coast ns far
ns carge is concerned. But, as T said, it
has very limited passenger aecommodation.
The passenger accommodation on the “Koo-
linda™ is, however, also taxed by reason of
the tourist trade, very often to the detri-
ment of the residents of the North, who are
unable to obtain a passage at times. This
question is very serions for the people of
the North, During the war period it was
very diffieult to secure a passage by air.

Some of the ports in the North are tidal
ports—two of them are particularly bad—
and arrangements should be made so that
vessels will reach the ports at such
times as will permit of their getting along-
side the wharf. Frequent delays have oe-
corred owing to the overcarriage of pas-
sengers and eargo, as the vessels have had
to pass the ports on the up-trips and land
the passengers and goods on the return trips.
I am aware that this eannot be avoided and
I am not compleining about it; but now that
we have the new vessel on the run it should
be easy to overcome that diffienlty by ar-
ranging a schedule to fit in with the ties.
At Port Hedland and Broome the vessels
must run to a schedule in order to secure
berths at the wharves. That is not so in the
case of the other ports, as the vessels can
get nlongside there. I expect that in time
to eome this shipping service will extend
as far as Darwin and that will have the
effeet of aggravating the difficulty which the
residents of the Nerth now experienee in
Securing passages.

I desire to point out this aspect to the
Government. The cooling chambers io be
erected along the coast will be a distinet
advantage to firms dealing in perishahle
goods, but there are other classes of cargo
that do not require refrigeration. The non-
arrival of the vessels hecause of tidal diffi-
culties makes it much harder to earry
on business, as the goods are essential
to the suceessful carrying on of the various
ventures in the North. The losses to busi-
ness firms on account of the delays in the
delivery of eargoes have been a serious
handicap to them. We have an excellent
plane service operating in the North-West
at present, except at Roebonrne and Onslow.

[COUNCIL.]

At those two ports there is a plane service
one day a week, owing largely to the fact
that the landing grounds are considered to
be too small to allow the larger plane to
land. That plane practically passes over
those two towns four days a week each way.

Surely it is not too much to ask that the
landing grounds should be lengthened, or
that longer landing grounds should be eon-
structed at some other point. It is hardly
fair to the residents of those ports, indeed
it must be exasperating to them, to have
planes flying over the towns four days a
week without being able fo make use
of them. The two towns in questions are
situated in & very extensive pastoral and
mining district. I hope the Government
will do something in this matter. Counld not
the Government get into touch with the
proper authorities and have the present
landing grounds lengthened? Possibly the
matter is one for the Civil Aviation Depart-
ment to deal with. It may even be an ad-
vantage to the aviation company itself to
improve the landing grounds. Certainly the
two towns are entitled to a better air ser-
vice. Some years ago they enjoyed the same
air service as did the other towns in the
North-West, hut at that time smaller planes
were in use. I hope the Government will see
fit to adopt my suggestion as to making ve-
presentations for lengthening the landing
grounds,

On metion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.



